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This semester, the Psychology Club at Bay Path is hoping

to expand our club membership; increase resources for

events through fundraising; and facilitate events for both

remote and on-campus students with an emphasis on

self-care, mental health awareness, self-reflection, and

other topics under the broad scope of psychology. They

will be watching Hidden Figures based on the true story of

three women who anchored the math formulas to aid the

launch of the  U.S.  space program, starring Taraji P.

Henson, Octavia Spencer, Janelle Monáe, in honor of

Women's History Month. They are hoping that this will

help get the word out about the club. The Psychology Club

especially aspires to raise awareness among students of

the importance of self-care and staying connected during

this time of isolation and uncertainty. The elected roles of

this year are Amber Baush, President, Sierra Cusson,

Vice President, Caitlin Goodbrake & Shelley Gonzalez,

Co-Secretary, and Ajanay Hill, Treasurer; Professor

Vernon Percy, Advisor.

CONSIDER A
CERTIFICATE IN YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT!

PSYCHOLOGY CLUB!

FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY
GUEST SPEAKER 
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Psychology Club!



My name is Gloribeth. My major is General Psychology with a
minor in Spanish. I also have a certificate through the Graduate
program for Autism Spectrum Disorder. I have worked as a
Behavior Therapist for the last two years. A Behavior Therapist
implements intervention programs that a Behavior Analyst writes.
We collect data and provide treatments for certain behaviors that
can be invasive in someone's life. After working as a Behavior
Therapist for a year, I realized my job was one portion of the work
that goes into the big picture. There are a lot of moving parts that
work together to provide services for families. Once I realized that,
I knew I wanted to move up and become a Behavior Analyst. I have
an interest in research, statistics and helping others. I am a big
picture kind of person. I am able to help others more once I have
insight on the other moving parts. It helps me determine what is
missing and what approach to use to benefit the individual. That
is why after graduating, I am going to get my masters in Applied
Behavior Analysis. Once I receive my masters degree I am going to
become a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA). 
I have many goals I want to achieve. I plan to go straight for my
doctorate degree in Counseling Psychology once I complete my
Masters degree. If the opportunity were to present itself, I would
like to open my own practice and provide therapy to individuals
with autism as well as family members of an individual with
autism and people who suffer with trauma. I am extremely lucky
to have a positive growth mindset that has helped me through
difficult parts of my life. I want to help people reach their goals.
Another goal I have is to be able to travel and be a motivational
speaker in both languages. I want to normalize asking for help in
my culture and share how beneficial and impactful a growth
mindset can be. This is why I plan on becoming certified by the
American Translation Association so  I can network with
othertranslators and professionally provide services to multiple
populations. I am a person who likes to constantly challenge
myself.   I want to set a foundation to have the ability to branch 

 into multiple careers I enjoy. When I'm in my 30s, I see myself
working a couple of cases as a BCBA while also providing therapy
and speaking at different conferences and locations. Overall, I
want to share my experiences and inspire others.
Before beginning my journey at Bay Path University, I was shy. I
am the youngest of four and I was going in as a first generation
college student. I believed if I spoke out, I would sound
uneducated. I was nervous. I was enthusiastic to learn more about
how to reach my career goals but I wasn't confident in my ability
to achieve them. As time at Bay Path passed, I learned more about
my strengths and I grew more confident. In every class we had
presentations and I remember I used to feel extremely nervous.
After the presentation, I would receive an overwhelming amount
of positive feedback. Many professors would praise my ability to
articulate and keep the audience engaged. It boosted my
confidence. Then, when given the option to either write a paper or
present I found myself saying in front of the class I would present.
Every presentation became exciting for me. Without my academic
advisor, I would not be in the place I am in today. I would go to her
office and explain my educational goals and interests and she
would send me in the right direction to make those goals a reality.
My advisor provided me with the information on how to apply for
a minor and a graduate certificate and because of that, I am going
into the Masters program I want with a certification that would
have taken an extra year to achieve. Bay Path has also provided a
lot of networking opportunities. I volunteered at the Women's
conference in 2019. I placed an application to be Rita Moreno's
Handler and I ended up being chosen. I spent all afternoon with
her and saw how she worked backstage. It is an experience I will
take with me everywhere. It is an experience I wouldn't have had
the chance to be part of if I wasn't at Bay Path. Bay Path has
helped me refine my skills and blossom into the strong,
passionate and hard working individual I  am today and that itself
is priceless.

Student Spotlight Page 2



Professor Stephanie Huckel (‘04 G’10) is currently teaching her
second Bay Path course - PSY 270 Special Topics: LGBTQ Culture
and Identity. She is also a diversity, equity, and inclusion
practitioner having worked for Baystate Health, Blue Cross & Blue
Shield of Rhode Island and International Game Technology, PLC,
as well as her own consulting company, Huckel Inclusive. As a
founder of the Gay Path Allience (originally “The Alliance”),
Professor Huckel came back to campus twice in 2019 - first to
deliver the year’s convocation keynote speech and again to accept
the Bold Woman Award. On the day of convocation, Professor
Huckel and Professor Wiezbicki-Stevens discussed the idea of a
course focused on LGBTQ culture and identity.  Having been a
queer student at Bay Path, Professor Huckel recals a lack of
representation of LGBTQ

 people in both coursework and role models on campus. While the
latter has changed, this Spring 2021 course is the first of its kind at
Bay Path. Through the course, students gain an understanding of
LGBTQ identities and cultures through reading (the primary texts
for the course are Audre Lorde’s “Sister Outsider” and Kate
Bornstein’s “My New Gender Workbook: A Step-by-Step Guide to
Achieving World Peace Through Gender Anarchy and Sex
Positivity”), videos, and guest speakers. Students explore and
examine the intersection points o class, Professor Huckel hopes
that all students - whether members of the LGBTQ community or
not - recognize and truly appreciate the varied ways LGBTQ
people of all races, abilities, and other intersectional identities
experience and have positively impacted the trajectory of
acceptance and affirmation in society.

This is a 15 credit, interdisciplinary credential great for
anyone interested in working with children & teens!
Youth development is a prosocial approach that
promotes positive outcomes and resiliency for young
people by providing opportunities, fostering positive
relationships, and furnishing and support needed to
achieve their full potential.
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Psi Chi Honor
Society

Psi Chi's mission is to encourage academic excellence in
undergraduate students majoring or minoring in psychology.
Psi Chi helps students connect with other students and
professors who share the same passion for the field of
psychology. This society also provides students with
networking and career development opportunities. Being part
of Psi Chi not only comes with many benefits towards your
education and experiences but is also a good way to boost your
resume for jobs in the future. Students must meet certain
criteria to qualify.

Consider a Certificate in
Youth Development!



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

For students wishing to get valuable professional experience in

their sophomore/junior years, the CoOp Program is a great

option! It is a 3 cr course in which students work 85 hrs at a

local human service organization, and take a seminar course to

process their experiences. Students are paid too! This year's

CoOp students and their sites are as follows: Nina Colon - West

Springfield Boys & Girls Club; Erin Harlow - Service Net Inc.;

Julia McAvoy - Girls Inc. of the Valley; Kiana Ortiz - Gandara;

and Coriann Willingham - Camp Laurelwood. The photo is a

Zoom session of the seminar course and includes CoOp

Professor, Dr. Kathryn Wiezbicki-Stevens, and Psych Dept

Administrative Assistant, Terrilyn Calloway. We are grateful to

these Community Partners who sponsor CoOp students every

spring. For more info about this unique program, contact

psychdepartment@baypath.edu

Psychology CoOp Program

Dia's Corner! 
Hi, my name is Dia Arias and I am the Student Assistant in the

Psychology Department. I am currently a sophomore majoring in

Communications, and I enjoy traveling whenever I have the

opportunity. Please feel free to email me if you have any questions at

psychdepartment@baypath.edu.

Forensic Psychology Guest
Speaker!
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Dr. Diane Hall invites many special guest speakers for her Forensic Psychology

courses so students can learn more about the field and career opportunities. This

spring she invited two Designated Forensic Psychologists, Dr. Amber Green and Dr.

Juliana Reiss from Behavioral Health Network's Adult Mental Health Court Clinic. The

Adult Court Clinic provides mental health expertise to the Courts in the four western

Massachusetts counties by providing court-ordered mental health and substance use

evaluations including evaluations of competence to stand trial,  criminal

responsibility, and aid in sentencing, as well as providing expert witness testimony

and consultation services.


