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Combining Project Based Learning with Culturally Responsive Teaching to Meet the Needs of All Learners 
 
Abstract:  Culturally responsive teaching embraces key components including learning within the context of 
culture, student-centered instruction, and the teacher as a facilitator. Project-based learning is critical to 
developing competent individuals who can think critically, work collaboratively, and problem-solve. Come 
discover how to marry the two for the benefit of all students. 
 
 
When is comes to culturally responsive teaching, highly effective educators understand and ensure that a 
student’s culture is at the heart of learning. Culturally responsive teaching is based on the idea that an 
individual’s culture is central to their learning (Ladson-Billings, 1994). Culturally responsive teaching embraces 
several key components including, positive perspectives on parents and families, communication of high 
expectations, learning within the context of culture, student-centered instruction, culturally mediated 
instruction, reshaping the curriculum, and utilizing the teacher as a facilitator (The Education Alliance, Brown 
University, n.d.). There are many simple ways to incorporate cultural responsiveness in our classrooms. 
Project-based learning embraces the idea of learning through real-world problems. Project-based learning 
supports the learning process through research and exploration, collaboration, problem-solving and 
presenting solutions. Project-based learning is a critical component to any 21st century school and developing 
competent global citizens who display the ability to think critically, work collaboratively, use creativity, and 
problem-solve (Wolpert-Gawron, 2015).  
 
So why should these two educational philosophies go hand in hand? We believe that in order to engage 
effectively within project-based learning opportunities, students must embody culturally responsive 
characteristics. As educators, we must ensure that we are not only instructing our students on how to be 
culturally responsible but we must guide them appropriately through modeling and meaningful learning 
opportunities. During this interactive learning session, participants will be exposed to best practices in 
culturally responsive teaching across the grade spans as well as ideas for project based learning. Further the 
presenters will discuss various ways to marry the two in order to meet the needs of all learners, create 
learning environments which are safe and stimulating, and support the development of 21st century culturally 
responsible global citizens.   
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