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Thank you Jonathan for bestowing this honor, and to the entire 
Board of Trustees of Bay Path University - thank you for the 
privilege of leading this remarkable institution.  

Before I begin my remarks, I’d like to bring us back for just a 
moment to that beautiful rendition of our National Anthem 
performed by Bay Path students. One line, in particular, stands 
out…  

“The land of the free and the home of the brave.” 

And now I’d like to ask you to think about the first line of 
another national anthem that is being heard around the world:  
“The glory and freedom of Ukraine has not yet perished.” 

If we could, I ask that we please pause a moment and think 
about our Ukrainian sisters and brothers, universities, students, 
families who have all been impacted by this recent event. 

Now, I’d like to ask Carol Leary to join me at the podium. 

Thank you, Carol, for your vision and determination to grow 
Bay Path into its place as one of the strongest, most 
entrepreneurial, most innovative women’s colleges in America. I 
proudly stand on your shoulders and am humbled by your 
accomplishments of the past 25 years, recognizing that every 



step of this next leg of our journey is possible because of the 
path you created. 

Margaret McKenna, thank you for being a wonderful mentor 
and friend for over 20 years, beginning at Lesley University. 
Margaret, you have been unconditionally supportive, and to my 
cadre of wise women who are here, thank you for your support 
and guidance.  

Thank you to my family and friends for supporting me through 
this incredible journey, my mom Sally who is here today, my 
father Dick and his wife Linda, my daughter Dana, my son 
Adrian and daughter-in-law Elizabeth, who is 9 months pregnant 
with our granddaughter, and she will be a first-year Bay Path 
student in the year 2040, my family Christie and Joe, Shannon 
and Steve, David and Anne, Joe and Barb, and all our friends 
who are here to support us! Thank you.  

And to my husband Steve who has supported me and our family 
in all my adventures. Leading a college through change requires 
the commitment of both partners and I promise you, his 
commitment runs as deep as mine.  

To Congressman Neal, Mayor Sarno, Longmeadow Town 
Manager Simmons, and honored legislative guests who work 
tirelessly for the betterment of our communities. Thank you for 
being here to celebrate Bay Path. 

 

 



And thank you to Bay Path faculty and staff, who embraced me 
even as they could not see me, who supported me, even as they 
were navigating their own challenges with the pandemic. What 
could be more consequential than preparing our students to 
make smarter, more informed decisions? For you, your support 
and trust, I am deeply grateful. 

To my colleagues here in the hall representing sister institutions, 
thank you for honoring Bay Path University with your presence. 
The diversity of the institutions you represent provides a 
plethora of choices for higher education students. Women's 
colleges, research institutions, community colleges, neighboring 
colleges, we provide opportunities for students from all 
circumstances to pursue their academic and career interests in a 
myriad of ways.  

To our musicians, speakers and volunteerswho have made this 
day such a special and memorable one, thank you! 

To our students, the future belongs to you…Carpe Futurum!  

My roots are in education. My maternal great-great-grandparents 
were among the 2.1 million people who left Ireland during the 
famine of 1845 – 1855. Like so many of the immigrants who 
leave their homelands in search of a better life and arrive on our 
shores, adding to the rich and beautiful diversity of our nation, 
my great-great-grandparents set out to reimagine new 
possibilities for themselves and their children. They arrived in 
Canada and settled in rural Colorado. I guess all of Colorado 
was rural at that time! My great-grandfather was an itinerant 
teacher going from town to town, gone for weeks, while my 



great-grandmother stayed home, in a one-room home, with five 
children. They arrived in Colorado driven by a personal mission 
to educate pioneers and their children.  

My grandfather moved to a town outside New York City and 
became the superintendent of schools, and my mother, who 
returned to school after 20 years to finish her degree, became a 
music teacher…it's extraordinary what an openness to growth 
and change can mean in one's life.  

Thinking of change, there’s very interesting data showing that 
today’s students will have 17 job changes and work in five 
different industries over their lifetimes. As it will be for our 
students, all of my past experiences contributed directly to my 
passion for Bay Path, right here and right now!  

Thomas Merton, the writer, theologian, poet, and social activist, 
said “You do not need to know precisely what is happening, or 
exactly where it is all going. What you need is to recognize the 
possibilities and challenges offered by the present moment, and 
to embrace them with courage, faith, and hope.” 

Courage, faith and hope…We’ve all learned how important it is 
to live in a world of ambiguity and possibilities and embrace 
them with courage, faith and hope. It’s what we ask of our 
students every day, and what we – as faculty and staff – demand 
of ourselves at Bay Path. 

Today we are here to celebrate an institutional milestone…   For 
our institution, for our students, for our community.  



And Reimagining possibility – for our institution and our 
students – has been at the heart of many milestones in our 
history, like the creation of our One-Day-A-Week Saturday 
program for adult women a face to face program which evolved 
into the American Women’s College, a robust online program. It 
was designed to provide access to a high-quality education for 
underserved women. 

This program provided women – many of whom worked full-
time while raising children, often as single mothers – with the 
opportunity to achieve a degree when so many other avenues 
had been denied them. This model tapped into the unrealized 
aspirations of adult women, providing them with the skills, the 
education, and the confidence they needed to reimagine 
possibility for their own lives. 

What is as true now, as has been throughout our history, is our 
steadfast commitment and core promise of providing innovative, 
career-focused programs in response to the economic, social and 
technological influences of our time. 

But it wasn’t only technology that inspired us to innovate. It was 
hope. The hope we hold deep in our hearts and that ignites our 
vision, that at Bay Path, “every learner’s dreams of a better 
career, a richer life, and a brighter future will be realized.”  

We have over 3400 students at Bay Path. I’d like to share three 
stories of courage, faith and hope. This is the hope that 
Clarencia Lawrence had when she enrolled at Bay Path to 
pursue her RN to BSN degree. Throughout her journey to 
graduation, she balanced a full-time job, family, and studies.  



Her job was working as a nurse in a COVID unit caring for 
critically ill patients. Her family included her husband and two 
children. Her studies were in the wee hours of the night, and yet 
she maintained a GPA of 3.7 and made the Dean’s List every 
term right up through her graduation in 2021.  And throughout it 
all, she volunteered on weekends to participate in her church 
outreach and community programs…We do what we do because 
of women like Clarencia.  

 

In 2000 we launched our coeducational graduate school with the 
same commitment to providing innovative, career-focused 
programs… including those to fill workforce demands that were 
unknown just a few years ago, like genetic counseling and 
cybersecurity. Our programs also address societal needs, as in 
education and health sciences. Given the ravages wrought by the 
pandemic, these areas have never been more critical.  

Omar Irizarry, Regional Director for Gandara Center in 
Springfield is a current student in Bay Path’s Master of Science 
in Nonprofit Management and Philanthropy program and will 
graduate next month. Born in Puerto Rico, Omar moved to the 
mainland when he was six years old. He attended Holyoke 
Community College and then went on to earn a bachelor’s in 
psychology at Elms College. We are now proud to call him a 
Bay Path graduate student. The fluidity of our careers is 
evidenced by the fluidity of the educational paths of our 
students.  

 



In many ways, the pandemic caused us all to reimagine 
possibility. At Bay Path, because of the remarkably innovative 
technology infrastructure we had built over the years to serve 
students, we were prepared to transition to a robust and effective 
online learning approach and our students continued to thrive.  

I think of Carlese Denhart, who experienced half of her 
undergraduate years through Covid. Undaunted, she persevered 
and adapted to new models of learning. Biology major, senior 
class president, rugby player, and member of the Student 
Athletic Advisory Committee, Clarice will graduate this May 
and enter a graduate program at Vanderbilt University.   

While this transition to robust online learning experience was 
accomplished at Bay Path, we knew this was not universal and 
we recognized the devastating impact the pandemic was having 
on younger students. 

Perhaps no one recognized this more than Dr. Jennifer Stratton, 
Bay Path’s associate professor of education. When the pandemic 
hit in the spring of 2020, Professor Stratton was teaching 
reading instruction fundamentals to her Bay Path education 
students. Halfway through the semester, that focus took on a 
new direction as schools everywhere closed down. Children 
were left without teachers, parents found themselves 
moonlighting as educators, and Dr. Stratton’s education students 
were left without a classroom to teach in. 

Faced with this new reality, Dr. Stratton reimagined possibility. 
To her the solution was simple: start your own virtual school.  
Seven days later, The Stratton School was up and running and 



online, serving kids in five states with literacy lessons taught by 
Bay Path students. 

The dreams of these young women must be rekindled.  

We all recognize the challenges of the pandemic. Each one of us 
likely experienced moments of fear and loneliness. But how, as 
Merton would ask us, can we recognize the possibilities, and 
embrace them with courage, faith, and hope? How can we take 
the human capacity to endure and translate it into a kinder, more 
empathetic and joyous future? What have we learned as 
individuals, as organizations, and as communities? 

From my perspective, we have learned that we need each other 
more than ever. We are not meant to be isolated in dark silence. 
We are wired to connect and to feel our humanity. This was so 
clearly evident to me just last Friday as we welcomed over 1,300 
people to Bay Path’s 25th annual Women’s Leadership 
Conference. It had been three long years since we had been able 
to convene this event. Exuberant greetings marked the day, as 
women and men reconnected and inspired one another. Like the 
awakening of this spring, the WLC gave us optimism and light. 
One attendee said to me, “Bay Path is not a place, it is a 
movement that inspires us all to reach higher!”  

Focused on the future well-being of man and woman kind, we 
must not only emerge from this worldwide health crisis, we 
must also reckon with unprecedented social justice challenges. 
We must strive for the common good. What is our responsibility 
to each other and to those we serve? At Bay Path, this 
responsibility is articulated through our values. At the core of 



our community is a firm commitment to diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and belonging—these core values are the wellspring 
for innovation and growth.  

By actively seeking and embracing different perspectives and 
ideas – through open-mindedness and intentional 
conversations—we are ensuring that our work is relevant to the 
needs of students, employers and lifelong learners. Our values 
also manifest in treating others with respect and compassion, in 
working together collaboratively, and in attending to the health 
and well-being of our community. 

The underlying fundamental value we share is that our learners 
come first. Being student-centered is our mission, our passion. 
So we champion them to achieve extraordinary things. And they 
do. Just think about Clarencia, Omar and Clarese. 

At Bay Path, we are preparing students for the unknowable, for 
problems unseen, for careers yet imagined. We are preparing 
them for the ambiguity of the world that we live in and a 
lifetime of new possibilities, equipping them with the skills and 
confidence to be successful.  

At Bay Path, every learner’s dreams of a better career, a richer 
life, and a brighter future will be realized. This is our shared 
vision. As president of Bay Path, I promise you my unwavering 
commitment and tireless effort in fulfillment of this vision. 

Acting on this vision is our responsibility and our joy. Let us 
move forward together with the courage to do what is right, even 
when it is not easy; with faith in ourselves, each other, and our 



future; and with unbridled hope and joy for ourselves, our 
communities and our students.  

I am thrilled and privileged to be on this great and wonderful 
journey with you 

Carpe Diem! Carpe Futurum! 


